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HIGHLIGHTS 




• IHEC Announces that 79.23% of Votes Counted {POLITICAL, page 4) 



• Four Suspected AQI Members Arrested; Two are Suspected Leaders {SECURITY, page 
9) 



• Finance Minister Outlines Iraq's Steps to Address Budget {ECONOMIC, page 12) 
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IHEC continues to count election results 



IHEC; 79% of Votes Counted ; 

• Iraq's Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) announced in a press 
conference on March 17 that 79.23% of votes have been counted. Early results 
indicate a very close race with the State of Law and Iraqiya competing for a plurality. 
The Special Representative of the UN Secretary General, Ad Melkert, commended 
IHEC for conducting the elections in a well organized and professional fashion. 
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POLITICAL - Government of Ira< 




Coalition Affiliation (at 
time of appointment) 



United Iraq Alliance 



(F) = Female 
***Formerly Iraqiya 



Kurdistani Alliance 



Iraqi Accord Front 



Iraqi National List 



Other / Independent 



Prime Minister 



Nuri Kamil al-Maliki 



President 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rafi Hiad Jiad al-Issawi 



J C 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rowsch Shaways 



Jalal Talabani I 
I Tariq al-Hashimi | 

Adil Abd al-Mahdi 



Minister of Agriculture 1 


Minister of Communications 1 


Minister of Culture 1 


Minister of Defense 1 


Minister of Displacement & 1 
Migration 1 


Vacant | 


Faruq Abd al-Qadir Abd al-Rahman | 


Mahir Dilli Ibrahim al-Hadithij 


1 


Abd al-Qadr al-Mufriji j 


Dr. Abd al-Samad Rahman Sultan 1 


Minister of Education 1 


Minister of Environment 


Minister of Finance 




Minister of Foreign Affairs | 


Minister of Health | 


Dr. Khudayr Mousa Jaffar al- j 
Khuzai 1 


Dr. Nermin Othman Hassan (F) 1 


Bayan Jabr ^^^^ 


1 


Hoshyar Mahmud Zebari J | 


Dr. Salih Mahdi Mutlab i 1 
iH^^wk^al-Hasnawi..^^^^^^^ 1 














Minister of Human Rights 1 


Minister of Industry & 1 
Minerals 1 


Minister of Interior 


Minister of Justice 


1 Minister of Housing & 
1 Construction 


Eng. Wijdan Mikhail Salim (F) | 


1 Fawzi Fransu Hariri | 


Jawad Kadhum Eidan al-Bulani| 


[ Dara Nur al-Din 


1 Bayan Dizayee (F) | 



Minister of Electricity 



Dr. Karim Wahid al-Hasan 



Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research 



I Abid Dhiyab al-Ujayh | 



Minister of Labor & Social 
Affairs 



Eng. Mahmud Muhammad 
Jawad al-Radi 



Minister of Oil 



Dr. Husayn Ibrahim 
al-Shahristani 



Minister of Planning 



Ali Ghalib Baban 



Minister of Trade 


1 Minister of Science & 
1 Technology 


Minister of Municipalities & 1 
Public Works 1 


Minister of Transportation 1 


Vacant | 


Dr. Raid Jahid Fahmi 1 


Riyadh Abd al-Hamza Gharib | 


Amir Abd al-Jabar Ismail | 



Minister of Water Resources 




Minister of Youth & Sports 1 


Minister of State for Civil Society Affairs 


Minister of State for National Dialogue 


Minister of State for National Security 


1 Dr. Abd al-Latif Jamal Rashid| 


Eng. Jasim Muhammad Jaffar | 


Dr. Thamir Jafar al-Zubaidi | 


Dr. Akram Mousa Hadi al-Hakim 


Eng. Shirwan Kamil al-Waili | 



1 Minister of State for Foreign 1 
1 Affairs 1 ^ 


Minister of State for Provinces Affairs 1 


Minister of State for Tourism and 
Antiquities 


Minister of State for Women's 
Affairs 


Dr. Muhammad Munajid Aifan 1 ■ 
al-Dulaymi 1 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F) 


Dr. Qahtan Abbas Numanal-Jabburi ^ 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F), 
Acting) 










'—^ 

Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 


1 Minister of State at Large 




^uhammad Abbas Muhammad al-Uraybi 


Ali Muhammad Ahmad 


Hasan Radhi Kazim al-Sari j 
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Minister of State for CoR Affairs 



Safa al-Din Muhammad al-Safi 
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POLITICAL - Key Legislative Issues 



Legislative Process 



Council of 
Ministers 
(CoM) 



Shura 
Council 



Council of Representatives (COR) 

Debate after 2"^ Reading, Vote 
after 3*^^ Reading, and Committee 
Reports Througliout 



Presidency 
Council 



Published in 
Official Gazette 



Hydrocarbons Packag e: The Framework Law was resubmitted to the Oil and Gas Committee on October 26, 
2008 and then returned to the Council of Ministers. There has been no progress on the other three laws in the 
package. 

NGO Law : This law, approved March 3, will regulate the operations and funding of Non-Governmental 
Organizations operating within Iraq. 



■ National Elections Law : The amended election law was approved by the Presidency Council on December 6, 
2009. 
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POLITICAI^^efiigee Update 



There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in neighboring countries. There are likely significant 
numbers of unregistered refugees as well. UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis remain 
internally displaced due to sectarian violence following the Samarra Mosque bombing of 
February 2006. 

In FY095 the State Department's Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration contributed 
$303.4 million to international and nongovernmental organizations to assist displaced Iraqis 
inside the country and in the region. 

Since the program's inception in FYOZ, 40,331 Iraqi refugees have been admitted to the U.S. 
for resettlement. A total of 18,838 refugees were admitted in FY09. Last week, the U.S. 
admitted 69 Iraqi refugees. 

As of September 2009, a total of 1,606 Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for Iraqi 
translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 1059 
program). 

As of September 2009, a total of 3,028 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by the U.S. 
government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 program). 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced on July 24 that the United States was 
contributing more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and reintegration 
of displaced Iraqis. 
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GOI continues efforts to combat attacks following parliamentaiy elections 



Joint Operations Capture Three Suspected AQI Members : 

• Three suspected members of al-Qaida in Iraq (AQI) were arrested during two joint 
operations in central Iraq. ISF and U.S. advisors captured the suspects, two of whom 
are alleged AQI leaders, while doing building-to-building searches. 

U.S. Military Assesses Election Day Violence : 

• The U.S. military has concluded that violence did not significantly disrupt the 
elections. After conducting an internal assessment of election day, U.S. Forces-Iraq 
(USF-I) credited the stability largely to the professionalism and improvement of the 
Iraqi Security Forces. In response to several media reports of widespread violence, 
General Odierno, the Commander of USF-I, stated that this specidation came from 
"sources that don't necessarily give out accurate information." 

Four Suspected AQI Members Arrested; Two are Suspected Leaders : 

• Four suspected members of AQI, two of whom suspected leaders, were arrested by Iraqi 
police during joint security operations held in northern Iraq. The suspects are the 
alleged leaders for AQI in central Diyala and Kirkuk. 
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Crude Oil Update: 

Price averages in world markets closed with the following prices: 

Basrah Light at $77. 5 6/barrel Dated Brent at $79.53/barrel 

WTI Gushing at $8 1 .76/barrei Oman/Dubai at $78.22/barrel 



3.00 



Iraq Crude Oil Production and Exports 



2.50 



O 
cu 



5 2.00 



O 

(/) 

c 
o 



1.50 



1.00 



2.43 


2.49 


2.49 


2.50 


2.50 


2^37 


2.40 


2.46 


2.44 


2.43 












' ♦ 


» 








1.94 


2.04 


1.98 


1.95 


1.89 


1.92 


1.91 


1.92 


2.05 


1.90 




1 1 
Jun-09 


Jul-09 


1 1 
Aug-09 


1 1 
Sep-09 


1 

Oct-09 


1 1 
Nov-09 


1 

Dec-09 


1 

Jan-10 


1 

Feb-10 


1 1 
Mar-10 



- Production — ■ — Exports 



Revenue estimates: 
2008: $61.9 Billion 



2009: $39.2 Billion 



2010 (ytd): $10 Billion 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 



Year-on-Year Inflation 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetaiy Affair^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^yi^ 



Iraq seeks to invigorate domestic financing 



1 Economic Indicator 


Tliis Week 


Last Week 


Last Montii 


Last Year \ 


Iraqi Debt Swap Bond Prices and Yields 


Price (USD) 


$82.46 


$79.77 


$73.76 


$64.50 1 


lYield 1 


7.61% 


1 7.94% 


1 8.12% 


^ 10.32%^ 



Finance Minister Outlines Iraqis Steps to Address Budget Deficit; 

• In a statement to the IMF, Iraq's Central Bank head and finance minister described 
Iraq's plans to help alleviate budget deficits by developing a secondary treasury 
market. The establishment of an interbank foreign exchange market and dinar 
forward market will develop foreign exchange markets outside the framework of 
dollar auctions currently conducted by the Central Bank. "We will conduct regular 
auctions and refrain from cancellations, while allowing interest rates to be 
determined by the market. This will have additional benefits by determining a 
benchmark interest rate, while the development of a secondary market for treasury 
bills will allow banks to improve their liquidity management. . .To improve the 
functioning of foreign exchange auctions, we plan to develop organized exchange 
markets outside the central bank, including an interbank foreign exchange market." 
Iraq said it would not return to a budget surplus until 2012. 
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^ECONOMIC - Private Secto^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^fe^ 

Steel mill venture will assist Iraq's local construction industry 

Leading Steel Company Partners with Turkish Firm to Build Mini-Mill in Northern 
Iraq; 

• ArcelorMittal, the world's largest steelmaker, signed a memorandum of 

understanding to establish a joint venture with Turkish partner Dayen to erect a steel 
mill in Sulaymaniyah in northern Iraq to serve the construction industry and "assist 
in the development of the country." With a projected cost of $100 million to $130 
million, the mill could eventually produce as much as 500,000 metric tons per year, 
ArcelorMittal said in a statement on March 16. Construction is planned to begin in 
the second quarter of 2010 with production planned to begin early in the fourth 
quarter of 2011. 
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Public Services - Electrici 



300,000 



ft 



Daily Electricity Supplied and Estimated Demand in Iraq Since January 2004 



■Supply from grid 



•Estimated Demand 




• Electricity supply from the grid March 10-16 was 21% above the same period in 2009 and met 78% of estimated 
demand compared with 68% for the year-earlier period. The percentage of demand met was the highest since 2005, 
when estimated demand was only two-thirds its current level. 
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The recently completed Al Mahajeer Al 
Gharbiah Public Health Center 



^..we will help Iraq's institutions strengthen their capacity to protect the 
rule of law, confront corruption, and deliver basic services/' 

President Barack Obama 



Recent Hi^i^ts 




Najaf 





Members of PRT Najaf co-hosted the inauguration and turnover of a vehicular 
bridge and the Al Mahajeer Al Gharbiah Public Health Center on March 10. The 
recently completed public health center is expected to improve health care for local 
residents and could serve an estimated 10,000 Iraqis from the region. The vehicular 
bridge will increase access to the new health center and improve local commercial 
and employment opportunities. The ceremony was attended by the governor of 
Najaf, the Provincial Council Chairman, and the Deputy Director General of 
Health. 



Karbala 





NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 



The Karbala PRT, alongside its military partners, attended a graduation ceremony for 
students of a beekeeping course. The course highlights the team's capacity-building mission 
in the region. The 20-student graduating class, 80 % of which were war widows, was given 
instruction on beekeeping and honey-harvesting. PRT Karbala member SGT Fatima 
Muhammad explained that the students could teach beekeeping to others in their 
communities and "empower other women and help them earn an income" from 
beekeeping. The classes were taught through the agricultural extension program of the 
local Agricultural Community College and funded through the PRT. 
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CONTACT INFORMATIO 



This brief draws from multiple sources. References are cited on the following pages. 




For additional information, please see: 

• Department of State, Section 2207 Report on Iraq Relief and Reconstruction 
http;//200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of State, Section 1227 Report on Iraq 
http;//200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of Defense, Section 9010 Measuring Stability and Security in Iraq 
http;//www»defenselink.mil/home/features/Iraq Reports/index,html 



Please forward all questions and/or comments to: 
NEA-MPOG-DL(2)state.g ov 



NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 
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■ Reuters, March 16, http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSLDE62F0CU201 003 l6?type=marketsNews 
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Slide 15: 

■ Source for Stories: U.S. Embassy Baghdad, http://iraq.usembassy.gov/prt_najaf031010.html 

■ U.S. Embassy Baghdad, http://iraq.usembassy.gov/prt_karbala03l6l0.html 

■ Source for President Obama's Quote: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-of- 
President-Barack-Obama- Responsibly- Ending-the-War-in-Iraq/ 
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